THE BAPTISM OF FIRE
circumstance of glorious war in the situation as it had
emerged when the second brigade got the order to
march. For the time being the Russians had broken
through the Austrian front. They had crossed the
Carpathians and were pouring down in their myriads
through the passes of Carpathian Ruthenia. The second
brigade were to join the Austrian army corps of General
Hoffman in order to stem this advance, but they were
expected not only to stem it, but to undertake a counter-
offensive in the region of Chust and in the direction of
the Jablonica Pass. As a result, the young Beck took
part in several pitched battles, helping to haul his guns
along the steep mountain slopes and declivities of the
Eastern Carpathians no less than four times and back
again.
It is difficult to realize all the dangers and discomforts
that were involved in these irksome and risky operations.
Four times up and down the Jablonica Pass, and it is
said that there where the Polish frontier now runs the
artillery displacements are still plainly visible. The
operations were carried out in winter when an icy cold
wind seemed to arrest every movement and cut through
every legionary to the bone. And when it is remembered
that there were no roads to speak of, and that every
gun had to be hauled up with ropes, it can easily be
understood what trials there had been to endure. It
sometimes took not less than fifty-four hours at a stretch
for a single gun to be hauled up separately by an
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